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Clifton Mining Company
70 West Caoyon Crest Rd. Suite D

Alpinc Utah 84004
(801) 756'1414 Frx(801) 756.549.

December 15, 1998

Don A Ostler P-8.
Departrnent of Enviroomeotal Quatity
Division of WEter Quelity
28E North 1,f60 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 8411+4870

Dear Mr. Osdeq

We are in rereiptofyour lerer dated December 8, 1998. By way of explaaion, Clifton was not
aware of thc fact tba it needed any surface water permits. We wero rnder tho irrpressiut 6d we were
granfficred in ftc prrping of dre wcer ftom 6e Curc Springs Mine becar.rsc water has beco piped ad
pr:rnped frwn the minc for a lcast 6c last eigbt decades. Also given fte fact that tlre Septernber 27, 1935

Certificde of Appnpriaior of Waer from tre Statc of Utah direce that ftc excess water from tre tailingt
6d min6 usage be placed back into the natrrral drainage and this we assurne meds surface discharge
(please see the copy of the Certificae of Appropriation of Water from the Starc of Utah dtachcd to his
letter).

There are two registered and certified water sources that come from the Cane Springis. ooe is on

tre west md the other is on 6e east The water source on tre west is a free flowin8 source drat comes

ftom a mine trmel ino a spliter. The frst ddrt o tre wuer belqes to Clifton and free flows down to tlre

Clifton mill for rse in the mill. The second right to dre wuer belongs to fie BIJvt, and &om the splitte'r,

fteir \r'ater frcn flows into a tank The tark is used to \Mater sheep urd other urimals, botr domestc ad
wild. The overflow from the tank flows into tho sceam bed and disappears into fte sandy boto,nr wi6in
500 feet of rvhere it comcs to 6e surface. There are a number of chucker and other wild birds and mimals
that dcpend on the water, &inkingfrqm it 6fter it flows &om-thatark-andbefrreit dis4pears intothe
ground

The sccond rcgistcrcci source of .,vater from the Cane Springs comcs from a sbaft tbat rs located

m tre east sida This source of waer has also been used for many decades. This watcr sorucc is ownod
by Woodma Mining Co,mpany, wlrich was incorporatcd in approximately 1894 when it begm mining
from tre property. In the eaty 1930's Woo&nsr instrlled trvo purnps en the east side wder shaft, to pumP

wCe,r fs dre pgrpose of dewering the mine ad also as a seccrdary sour@ qf water for thc rnill md other
purposes. The frst pwp a dra time was pumping water into a prpe tha ran doua to tre mill, The o'drcr
pump purrryed fre uaer into the adjacent canyoo, wtrere it rm down the canyon and jobed into the main
wash that ruts west of the ovrn of Gold Ifll ard ftom ftence down onto tre U.S. bonrbmg rmge. The
washtrtcorues tom the west side mine tururel dso joins tris same main Gold llill wash and also ends
rry ou tc U.S. bombirg rage. Clifton and a predecessor company (American Cmsolidaed Miaing CoJ-
harre been wingthe vraterbeing pumped from 6c east sidc shaft for dmoa tno decades in tre mill. The
wder has been tested many times over lfie yeas from bo'dr sotrces and cocres out in a oondition tha is
clear and cleo"
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The east srde mine shaft watef, was egain receotly tested dong witr the mill tailing watcr, d the

requesr of fte Stue of Utatr" Dwion of Water Quality, Gor.nd Wdcr Department, under the dircaion
ofKira L Bhayaf. Lyte W. SOtq srd as otrdined by Mark Norrak. Drinking wEtcr tcsB werc pcrformed

oo bodr wder sources to determine if either fie mine water or mill wder posed a trrea to ground rrarcr.

After reoeiving and rwiewing fte test results. The Crrornd Woer Department has d*emined drct ncither

sotrrce poses any ttueat to grourd wuer (please see tte test results included witr this lettcr).

Clifton pumped a smalt amout of w&r, over a few days, inO fie sane drainage as it was pwnped

iro b dre past 
-Ctdm's 

only interrth in pnmping the watetr, was to determine tre anotnt of wder flow
coming into fre mine md it was determined ftd tre fow is aproximdely 400 gpm. What Clifroo would
now piopose to do, rxrder the direcion of all csncemed, is to pump down the water level in the mine, to

a point u,fiere a bulk head may be placed in dre rning so drat all the watcr flowing Aom the mine will be

in apipe, fta can be rsed for fie mill, agricultural or other needed uses and also so frat the mine may be

put back into operation Cliftou has hired Patick Hudsorr' ur intemdonal constnrction cornpany to do

the work of putting in tre bulk head They have recently successfully complaed-a similar job fo|
Kennecot! h-y/hich a mine water source was piped od is now serving useful purposcs, It is cstimated

that the job woutd oly take a few weeks to cornplete, and then no urore surface water would be pumped

from the mine.

Cliftsr's urilagem€ut 4ologizes frr the fect thd no surface water permit was acquired before any

pumping beggL Br4 we were underlhe assuupticn tra we had the ryproral of the Department of Water

i2,rafityil cmtinuing to prmrp from the Cane Springs, f61 mill and odrer water uses and were unaware of
the factthdthere was a sr:rface waer division. We had made the test md ceased pwrping from the shaft

long before rccciving the cease and dcsist order from dre Surface Division- Wo have pumpd ff) water

from the source since tre test was madc and will andcavor to acquire wtutever permis you deem

necessary, beforc we commence ay firrther surfacc dischargc of wacr-

Thsnk you foryoru time in this matter.
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WilliarnD. Mocllcr, Presiderrt & Chairmm
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